10-9-'47
CITY OF THE DEAD
Though the audience owing to the curfew was small,
Gandhiji spoke for the whole of Delhi. He said that
when he reached Shahadra he found Sardar Patel,
Rajkumari and others to receive him. But he missed
the usual smile on the Sardar's lips and his apt jokes.
The police and the public whom he met on alighting
from the train reflected the gloom he noticed around
him. Had jovial Delhi suddenly become a city of the
dead? Another surprise was ,in store for him. He was
taken not to the Bhangi Colony where he delighted
to stay, but to the palatial Birla House. Though the
cause of it hurt him, he was glad to find himself in the
house where he had often stayed before. Whether he
stayed among the Valmiki brethren or in the Birla House,
he was the guest of Birla Brothers. Their men looked
after him in the Bhangi Colony with single-minded
devotion. The cause of the change was not the Sardar.
He could never be guilty of weakness so as to fear for
his safety in the Valmiki Colony. It was his delight to
live in the midst of the bhangis, though through the
New Delhi Committee's fault he could not live actually
in the houses in which the bhangis were packed like
sardines.
THE REFUGEE PROBLEM
The cause of the change this time was the fact
that the premises he occupied were being used for the
refugees whose need was infinitely greater than his.
3